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Repartee.—A quuker, a few days since, 
having betncited as an evidence at aquar I 
t. r sessions, tma .ofthe magistrates who bad | 
been a bl teksmith, desire 1 to know why he 
■would not t ike off his hat: “ It is a pri- 
vilege,” said the witness, “ that the laws 
and.liberality of my country indulge peo- 

file of oar religious mode of thinking in.” 
f I had it in my power, said the angry 

justice, I would have your hat nailed to 

your head. ** I thought,” said Obuliah, 
“ that hou hadst given over the trade of 
driving nails ?” L.cn. paji. 

ji&itfcenann. 
To the President and Members o_f the 

American Academy oj Arts arid Scien- 
ces. 

Gentlemen—As that season of the year 
is approaching, in which a general appre- 
hension of danger from lightning is most 

excited, a few Remarks, on the various 
means of seeking safety, may call attention 
t"> facts from which may be deduced some 
useful rules of conduct during thunder. 

That the me'alic conductor is not a 

complete guard from the electric fluid, ! 

testified by«two instances on the records oi 
the Academy ; but granting it to bo pun 
ductive of perfect security, its benefits car 
be enjoyed by the minor part of societj 
only, whose pecuniary means will afford tin 
expense. In these brief remarks the elec 
• etc rod will therefore be overlooked, foi 
noticing such particulars as may lead t< 
rat >nal measures, within the power of al 
who cho se to adopt them. 

F rom early life I have been in the habi 
of observing the circumstances atteiulin| 
electric explosion, particularly where tin 
loss of life was a consequence, and no in 
st.ttice has f dl' n within my knowledge n 

h person being killed by lightning in 
close Whether it bo a fact thatMjcl 
an occurence never takes place, I am nc 

pro paved to decide ; but if, upon extensiv 
enquiry, none such shall be found, it me 
lie inferred that a clone room presents on 
s»f the greatest chances of security. Q 
this subject I have f< vrnd trie jp*neral opi tiioii to be divined—advocates appear in 
ns numerous for an open as for a clos 
room during a thunder gust* 

Jn cases not admitting of mathematic; 
<h menstration, theories are often erect* 
noon vtigvn conjectures and nnaccountabl 
prejudices; but it is ilu* dictate of ieast 
that op nlons thus fruntied should Milan 
before the influence of facts—I would tber 
fore offer, for the consideration of the Ac< 
demy the following motion. 

That a committee be appointed for tli 
purpose of collecting information r* spec 
ing lives which have been lost by lightnir 
in nis or any other country, and of tl 
attendant circumstances in such case, i 

they rc'ate to the situation of the perw 
or persons at the time, whether shel err 
or exposed ; als », whi ther evidence of ,ir 
) os' vnee can be pn>dticed of the loss of li 
bv lightning, In a room, of which the doo 
wrttdowa, and tire place were closed attl 
same tune. 

Respectfully submitted, 
By BKNJ. DKARBORN. 

Houortf 26th Ma\)y 1107. 
At a meeting of the Academy of Arts at 

S.ifnces, May 26, 1807, 

^ i n 

Read and committed to Bknj. Dear- 
born, esq. Rev. Dr. Laturoi* and Rev. 
Dr. EL.lt r. 

JOHN DAVIS, Rec. Ccc’ri/. 
In pursuance of the foregoing vote, the 

committee therein named*, solicit commu- 

nications, addressed 10 any one of them, up- 
on the subject of their appointment; and 
as the collection and comparison of facts 
may produce a result valuable to society, 
the committee shall rely on the readiness 
with which gentlemen will communicate, 
who possess the information required. 

ilT* Printers of every part ot the union, 
who may feel disposed to promote an en- 

quiry so interesting to each individual of 
the community, are requested to give the 
preceding puol*catiou admission into their 
respective papers. 

REPORT 
~~ 

Or Tub Srcretar f of the Treasurf 
on the subject or 

PUBLIC ROADS & CANALS, 
MADE IN PURSUANCE OF 

a resolution or senate or march 2. 
( Continued. J 

I. Hudson and Champlain, or Nor- 
thern Navigation. 

A company was incorporated several 
years ago by the state of N6w York, for the 
purpose of opening this communication, 
and a survey token by Mr. Weston, a copy 
of which has not yet been obtained. From 
collateral information it appears that it 
* as proposed to open a canal 12 miles long, 
with a lockage ot 106 feet, from Wattr- 
/ord, at the confluence of the Hudson and 
Mohawk, to the upper end of the great 
falls of Still water. This was considered 
as the most difficult part of the whole route, 

Another canal and lock would be necessa- 

ry around the falls of fort M Her ; hut the 
remainder of the navigation up the Hudson 
to fort Edward, does not require any ma- 
terial improvement. 

At some distance above fort Edward, it 
was intended to connect by a canal and 
locks, the Hudson with the -Vor/A Wood 
creek, at fort Ann. The navigation down 
the creek to Skeensborough is used, but re- 

quires to be improved. At this place, 
where falls render another canal necessa- 

ry, North Wood creek empties into the 
south bay of lake Champiain ; and thence 
is a natural sloop navigation through .the 
whole extent of the lake. The expense 
of the works from fort Edward to Skeens- 
borough, had been estimated at 200,000 
dollars. 

The fund3 of the company were insuffi- 
cient, and have, it is said, been expended 
without much permanent utility at Stillwa- 
ter and Skeensborough. 

The distance in a straight line from Wa- 
terford to Skeensborough is fifty miles; 
and the expense of opening a permanent 
navigation on a propei plan thro* the whole 
line, is from imperfect materials estima- 
ted at about 800,000dols. This communi- 

cation would divert to a port of the U S 
the trade of one half of the state of Ver 
moot and a part of that of New-York, 
which is now principally carried thro’ the 

! channel of the St Laurence, and of the 

province of Canada. 
II. Mohawk and Ontario, or Wes 

tkt.n Navigation. 
A company incoip«»rated by the state ol 

New York, for the improvement of this na- 

vigation, has made considerable progress, 
and an accurate survey having been taker 
of the distances and levels of the gre.uet 
part of the route, the result will in the firs 
place be stated, 

HI ST. FAI.L 

From the tide water at Milts. Feet 
Troy to Lansing mills on 

: the Mohawk, Is found the 

greatest impediment to 

the navigation of that ri- 
ver, consisting of the Co- 
i_- a .Hr. h..a rrt\ 

feet perpendicular, and of 
t a succession of other falls, 

which continue to the 
\ north river, 4 2-3 14 

From Lansing mills up 
f the Mohawk to Schenec- 
, tady, t!;c height of the ri- 
i ver at the time when the 
t survey was taken, preven- 
z ted Mr. Weston from cor- 

yr reccly ascert.ii’ung the le- 
e vels. The fall for that 
r, di'tuuce is therefore esti- 

mated nt 12 1-3 28 1- 

yj From Schenectady to 
u the Little falls, 57 1*2 110 1 

The Little lulls, t»hich 
,1 before the improvements 
,1 made by the company, in- 
e tevropted altogether the 
», navigation, 3*4 42 
it From the Little falls to 
e Fort Stanwix, now Home, 43 59 1< 
i. This is the head of the 

navigation, and the sum* 

c mil level between it and 
t. West Wood creek, a 

branch of Lake Ontario, 
i‘ is 9 feet 3-4 above that 
i* part of the river Mohawk, 
m where the navigation cea- 

d **»> 7 3-4 9 3 

\ 125 X 
rs ~ ■■ 

ie The whole course of the 
Mohawk, is therefore 125 
miles in length, and the 
fall through that distance 
from the summit level to 

d tide water is 390 feet. 
At the distance of one 

mile and three quarters is 
Wood creek, the bed of 
which is used to its en- 
trance into Lake Onedia, 
the distance along its 
meanders being 23 miles, 
but in the line in which a 
canal might be cut, only 
14 miles, and the fall 60 
feet, ‘14 60 

The Onedia forms a na- 
tural canal of twenty 20 
miles in length, and com- 
municates by the Ononda- 
ga 5c Oswego rivers with 
Lake Ontario. The dis- 
tance by water down 
these two rivers to Oswe- 
go, on Lake Ontario, is 63 
miles. The upper part *>f 
the navigation is general- 
ly good, but ihe last 12 
miles from the Oswego 
falls, which are not passa- 
ble, to Lake Ontario, are 
a continued rupid. The 
fall fr< ni Lake Onedia to 
Lake Ontario has nos been 
ascertained by actual 
measurement, but is esti- % 

mated at 130 feet. From 
Rotterdam, on Luke One- 
dia, to the mouth ot Sal- 
mon cieck on Lake Onta- 
rio, a few miles east of 
Oswego, the distance is 
22 miles, and the ground 
being favorable, it is ex- 

pected that the line of 
canal would not exceed 
26 miles, 26 130 

60 190 

The elevation of the summit level be- 
tween the Mohawk and the waters of Lake 
Ontario, being only 390 feet above the tide 
Water at Tf nv, and 190 leet above Lake 

the whole distance. Whether this should 
be at empted 'or a sloop or boat navigati- 
on, must depend principally, if not altoge- 
ther, on the supply of water. It is stated 
that the canal from the summit level to 

Troy, must necessarily follow the valley of 
the Mohawk, and perhaps occasionally en- 
ter and cross the river. Calculated for a 
boat navigation, the expense may be esti- 
mated as follow cth: 

Dollar*. 
Mr. Weston estimated the 

expense of a canal om Lan- 
sing mills to tide water at 

Troy, around the Cohoes falls, 
at *50,000 

The distance from the sum- 
mit level to .Lansing mill is 
120 miles, nd 10 lake Ontario, 
deducting the 20 miles occu- 

pied by 'ake Oncdia,40mdes, 
together 160 miles of canal, 
the digging of which at 8000 
doiiat s a mile, is g 1,280,000 

The fall from the summit 
level to Lansing mills is 250 
feet, and to lake Ontario ItiO 
feet, together with 440 leet 
lockage, which will require 
55 locks of eight feet lift each. 
These at 7,500 dollars, the 
cost of the stone locks erect- 
ed by the company at the Lit- 
tle falls, will cost ahout 420,000 

Feeder and aqueducts may 
be estimated at 250.000 

l Making altogether two milli* 
i ons two hundred thousand 

dollars. 2,200,000 

It is not believed that a sloop navigation, 
if practicable, could be effected for a less 
sum than five millions of dollars. The foL 
lowing works have already been comple- 
ted by the company. 

At the Little falls a canal three niurifM 
of a mile in length, has been opened, and 
a descent of 42 feet effected by six locks 
of solid masonry, each of which is 70 feet 

0 long, and 12 feet wide.—At the German 
flats, four miles abovu the Little falls, a- 
nothev canal one mile in length. with twe 
stone locks of the same materials and di- 
mensions effects a descent of ten feet. 

On the summit level a canal one milt and 
three quarters in length, and supplied with 
water from the river Mohawk by a «hnr 
feeder, unites that river and Wood creek 
by means of two locks of the same dimen. 
dons and materials, one at e -ch extremity 
of the canal. All those Canals arc two fee 
and a half deep, 2-t wide at bottom, and 3. 
at top, and admit boats of ten tons. It ii 
proper to s ate, that at first, wooden lock: 
had been erected at the Little fulls, atic 
brick locks on the summit canal. At b»’tl 
places they ha .' become totally unlit foi 
service at the end of seven years, and r 

0 was necessary to replace them by storn 
* locks: a circumstance which enertaset 

considerably the expense of the underta. 
king 

Several minor improvements have beei 
made on the Mohawk; ind the navigatini 
of Whod creek, of which the principal de 
feet is want of water, has been improvet 
by raising dams, and by the erection o 
four temporary wooden locks. But until 

* Canal shall have been opched the wholi 
distance from the summit level to lake O. 

0 nedia, the navigat.on will be imperfect, h 
the profits inconsiderable. 

The funds of the romp my do not enabh 
them to undertake the ncces*-»nr improve, 
meets at the two extremities of the line, i 
canal around the Cohoes falls to tide w-it« r 
end another canal from lake Onedia to Uk< 
Ontario. The umiaI portage at the firs 
place it from Schenectady to Albany ; ant 

a very good and expensive artificial road 
of 16 miles, by another company, unites tht 
two towns. Another company has lately been incorporated, for the purpose of nia. 
king an artificial road at the other extre- 
mity of the line from Rotterdam, on lake 
Onedia, to Salmon creek on lake Ontario. 

The capital of the company is 232.000 
dollars, of which the state of New York 
owns 92,000 ; but with the exception of 
one dividend of 3 per cent all the tolls have 
been applied to the works; and including 
these and a debt of 20,000 dollars due by the company, the whole expenditure a_ 
mounts to 370 000 dollars The annual tolls 
de not yet exceed 13,000 dollars. 

III. Niagara. 
11 he fall from Laka Erie to Lake Onta- 

rio has already been stated at 450 feet._ 
A company had also been incorporated by the state of New York, tor the purpose of 
opening a canal at this place : but It docs 
n >t appear that any thing ever was attemp- ted after the survey had been made. The 
intention seems have been to open a ca_ 
nal navigation for boats only, from fort 
Schlosser to Devil’s hole ; the lake itseif 
and Gile’s creek would hive supplied the 
water and he expense was estimated at 
437,000 dollars. 

It is however evident that the canal, in 
order to be as eminently useful as the na- 
ture of the undertaking seems «o require, should be on such scale as to adm t visseia 
which can navigate both lakes. Consider- 
ing the distance, which in iliat case must 
be extended to about ten miles, and the 
lockage of 450 feet, it is not believed that 
the expense can be estimated at less than 
1,000,000 dollars. 

The works necessary to effect water 
communications between the tide water of 
the North river, the St. Laurence, and all 
the lakes, (lake Superior only excepted) 
are therefore estimated ai four millions of 
dollars, vis 

Dollara 
\ M »* »• n 1 

Champlain, 800,000 Western navigation to lake 
Ontario, 2,200,000 Falls of Niagara for a sloop na- 

vigation, 1,000,000 

4,000 000 

.The papers relative to those communi- 
cations will be found under the letter (B.) but the utility of these will not be confined 
to the extensive navigation of the »akes 
themselves. Fur the mountains being com- 
pletily turned, when arrived into l ike E- 
rie, the ridge which separates the waters 
emptying into that and into lake Michigan, 
train the northern branches of the Ohio, 
and from the waters of the Mississ spi, is 
of a moderate elevation, and is gradually depressed in its course westwardiy There 
is no rionht of the prac: cahilily of opening canais at a future period, between several 
of those waters, either by'selecting proper levels, or by means of sh-^t tunnels across 
favorable parts of the ridge. It will at pre- 
sent fefe sutficicn' to point out the principal communications now in use. 

Trie distance from lake Erie to l ike Che. 
toughe, an extensive and importaut eleva- 
ted reservoir, which is the source of the 
Canowango branch of the Allegheny, is 
seven miles by a continu.il ascent, the ele- 
vation of which is not ascertained. 

From Presqu* isle on lake Erie, to Le 
B -uf on French creek, another branch of 
the Allegheny, the distance is sixteen miles, 
and a company is incorporated by the state 
of Pennsylvania, lor making an artificial 
road across that portage. 

The navigation from lake Chetoughe, and 
from Le Ueul to Pittsburgh, offers no impe- diment whenever the waters are high ; and 
the greater part of the salt now consumed 
in the north westcounties of Pennsylvania, 
as far as Pittsburgh, and some distance 
down the Ohio, is brought from the salt 
springs of New York, by Oswego, through lake Ontario; then across the por age ot 

iNiatrara to lake Erie, and thenr,. i.u 
ot the two last mentioned portages to the 
waters of the river Allegheny. 

The distance from the place where the 
Cayuga, a river emptying into lake Erie, 
ceases to be navigable, to the navigable 
waters of the Muskingum, which empties 
into the Ohio 170 miles below Pittsburg, is 
only six miles ; and a company is said’ tc 
be formed for the improvement of that com- 
munication. 

Sandusky river and the Scioto take their 
sources in the same swamp. The naviga. 
tion of the Miami of lake Erie is inierrup. ted bv some falls; but its upper branches 

! appro .h those of the Miami of the Ohio, 
ami ol the VVubash, and arc staled as be- 
ing nearly on the same level. 

I The Illinois river, which empties intc 
i the Mississippi above St Louts, rises in a 

swamp, wh ch when the waters are high, 
: affords a natural canoe navigation to th< 

sourres of Chicago creek, a short stream 
1 which falls into lake Michigan, at its sou- 

them extremity. 
Another communication generally used 

by the Indian traders is that from Greer 
I h-iy, also in lake Michigan, to the Missis- 

sippi, by Fox river, and theOuisr«.nsmg — 

1 N<'r is there any doubt that if the inland 
t navigation between the north liver and iht 

lakes was completely opened, the wholt 
; I dian trade either of Mississippi by lake 

Michigan, or of the north west |>y lake Su- 
perior, must necessarily renter m an At 
iamic port of the United States; a consi- 
deration of minor importance as a 
mercial object, wnen compared with the 
other advantages of that great comn.uni- 
cation, hut of great weight in its relation 
to the political intercourse of the U. States, 

: with the ImU m*. 
r (To be Continued J 

.u II act from tvidtnce 0/ the British Or„ 
dcra, delivered before the Eng’iah Par ha. 
merit. 

( Continued ) 
•sea 

(Shckesfiear P/nlifa* evidence concluded.) 
Is not a great part of the Cotton em- 

ployed in your manufu&ure the produce 
ol he U. States of America ? The greater 
part. 

Had you diminished your trade to the 
United States of America in consequence of the French decree in 1806? No. 

You have seated that you have dimi- 
nished your orders for goods to be sent to 
Amer ca. Has the puce of those g >ods 
declined in Lancashire l Very greatly in- 
deed. 

When you spi ke of the rates of insu- 
rance. dal >ou mean the rates of insurance 
on vessels bound from England to Amena ? 
I tlid. 

Is tlnsreluctance to ship since h refers 
>f council also c<>mrn n o your n«- gh- 

bors 111 Manchesici ; is it a general lung f 
I brlieve universally; | k o«r the g’tac 
majority of houses there will not ship a 

single package. 
Have )i-u not known several instances 

when a iedu£tinn in the puce of those 
go ds you are speaking of, have been as 

gieal as a< p»esenl? I never knew the 
price of goods so low as at present. 

Mr George Palmer. 
Can you state lie par iculars of the ex. 

tr t to which y-*ur house doesbu sne<s? 
vVe have shipped in the course of the 
last three yeait, in one article alur.*-, which 
is British primed and dyed cotton, 5,688,. 
237 rimnimr vurrl.. 

Can you g.ve this house rny idea of the 
lo:al value of goods exported by you to 
America? It rather vxcccds, prcb-bly, 
on an avetage, 300,0001. sterling a year. If the American embargo were re- 
moved, end he orders in ccui cil were to 
continue in f.ncc, pie sens would your 
house continue to ship as fo.n crly to Ame- 
r ca ? By no means. 

li ve you shipped as formerly to Ame- 
rica, since the orders of c mr.cil ? W* 
have not shipped or purchas d one au.glc 
pitet- nf goods. 

^oppose the orders in council wer«- re. 
v* ked, * on Id y« u resume vour shipments 
t America? Yes if ih y w re itvoked, 

e .huulc! ec mmeuce > ur shipments. 
Suppose the orders in counuti we>e re. 

yoked, and suppose the embargo in Amu 
rica were still to continue, would you re- 
sume your former shipments to America ? 
We should not be able to obtain our re. 
mittancet for our goods, and therefors 

j could not resume our shipments to anr 
cx en*. 

Suppose the orders of council were at 
an end to mono*, what would you do in 
shipping go- ps to America? I should re- 
coirimei.ee our shipments to the lull ex- 
ttnt, under the expe&ution that the em- 
bargo in Ameura would be taken off.— 
1 appiehend I might have been misuu- 
eerstood in rcy answer lo that before, that 
it ray idea. 

Although you had not heard of the A- 
merican embargo being taken off, yet if 
you heard that the orders in council were 
taken off in this country w .uld you re- 
sume your shipments? Yes I would in- 
der the imptesson that the embargo would be taken off 

I think you stated that the house you 
represent have expot ted goods to the a- 
mount of 300.0001, oei annum f Ye*. w« 

have. 
When did that export a: ion decrease ? 

\\ e have not shipped or purchased a 
piece of goods, since the orders in coun- 
cil. 

D> you not suppose that the American 
embargo, which you s at hasdeterre you 
Irom shipping, may have deferred other 
houses from 'hipping? It 19 the orders in 
council have deterred us from shipping. 

Alexander Glennie, 
You have received from the continent 

remittances on American account to the 
amount ol half a million sterling in the 
year? We have. 

Do you believe there is any house in 
this country which receives remittances to 
an equal or greater amount than the house 
you are engaged in? * Yrs, I believe there 
are houses in London ; there certainly in 
one house in lx>ndon, a member of this 
honorable house, who receives much more 
than we do. 

Are you aware of the articles whi<h 
furnish the funds from whence those re- 
mittances from the continent are made ? 
Chiefly sugar and coffee. 

I think you aay that Air eric jn vessels 
going direc\ from tins country to the eue. 
ours ports were slopped ? Yes, I have un. 
der stood so. 

At what period did that begin ? I cannot 
answer that with any precise n. 

Was that before 'he orders in council l 
Y> s, I believe that such a tbint? took plrcw 
•*oon af.er the decree of the 3Ut of Nov. 
1103, but all that were stopped in that 


